Collection. The impact factor reveals the citation details of articles published over the last 2 years; therefore, this metric indicates the speed with which a particular field of study has developed. A higher impact factor in a given field signifies rapid progress, leading to more frequent citation of recent articles. The impact factor was calculated using the following method, based on a previous report:
; consequently, the citation data and references of the journal are searchable from Scopus. These events reflect the rapid elevation from a Korean or English journal to an international journal. From this perspective, I would like to provide data that support the journal's elevation based on journal metrics, including the multinationality of authors and editorial board members, citation frequency, and Hirsch index.
The number of citable and noncitable articles per year, and the countries of origin of authors and editorial board members were obtained from the homepage of the journal (available from: http://www.irjournal.org/). The total citations per year were also obtained from Web of Science Core Collection. The impact factor was manually calculated, and the Hirsch index was analyzed from Web of Science Core
PERSPECTIVE
The great rise of Intestinal Research as an international journal 3 years after its language change to English as evidenced by journal metrics 3 The platform of a literature database is important to gain exposure to world researchers and physicians. PubMed Central and PubMed are the most prominent platforms in the field of medicine because they not only provide free access to a large number of studies, 4.1 million and 26 million, respectively, but also have an excellent search function with controlled vocabulary. Therefore, based on journal metrics, the strategy of changing the language from 2014 was successful. Although the majority of authors had been from Korea, their numbers have decreased gradually (Fig. 1) . Additionally, the official publication of the regional society and the joint publication by East Asian countries also enabled a higher number of submissions to the journal from countries other than Korea. This could be a factor in the consistent increase in publication year on year. A multi-national editorial board also contributed to the multi-nationality of authors as they can submit their data or recommend Intestinal Research to colleagues.
The Hirsch index of 8 for the period of 3 years of publication in English is an excellent indicator of the journal' s high performance (Table 1 ). In comparison with other journals, this value is very competitive. The Hirsch index of the Journal of Educational Evaluation for Health Professions was 5 for 10 years 4 and Archives of Plastic Surgery, 6 for 3 years. 5 Reviews received a higher number of citations in this journal. This was the case with other journals 4 although original articles were highly cited in some journals. 6 In addition to journal metrics, the other factor unique to this journal is that it deals specifically with IBD. The journal's reputation and brand value should be supported by not only high quality articles but also easy accessibility. 7 For easy accessibility, transition to the English language is the first step. Subsequently, more information technology should be introduced in publishing. Then, introducing digital standards of scholarly journal publishing should be considered. The journal is already equipped with full text journal article tag suite extensible Markup Language (XML), CrossRef XML for digital object identifier, cited-by function, and reference hyperlink. For further progression, it is necessary to implement text and data mining, ORCID identifiers, and QR code on the journal homepage. 8 Audio recording of the abstract or main text, 9 audio presentations with slides, podcasts, 10 and audio-visual presentation of the content are other tools that can attract readers and audiences. I also suggest uploading the full text JATS XML files to ScienceCentral (http://e-sciencecentral.org/) to enable automatic translation into 80 character languages and rapid search via Google Scholar.
In conclusion, the rise of Intestinal Research as an international journal and its inclusion in Scopus, 3 years after the language change, was possible due to the journal' s excellent performance indicated through the journal metrics data, including the impact factor of 2.216; 403 citations in Web of Science; a Hirsch index of 8; and the multi-nationality of authors, who originated from 13 countries, and editorial board members, who originated from 16 countries. Adoption of the digital standard for scholarly journals will further enable the rapid growth of the journal' s accessibility and reputation.
